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GRANT  COUNTY  INDIAN  REMAINS 

Charles  E.  Brown  and  A  Ibert  0.  Barton 


In  August,  1911,  with  Mr.  R.  W.  Winterbotham  as  an 
associate,  we  undertook  an  examination  of  that  part  of 
Grant  County  lying  between  Platteville  and  Potosi  and  as 
far  south  as  Dickeyville  and  the  mouth  of  the  Platte  River. 

The  principal  streams  in  this  region  are  the  Platte  and 
Little  Platte  Rivers,  the  latter  stream  uniting  with  the  former 
in  section  17  of  Paris  Township.  Both  flow  in  a  general 
southerly  and  southeasterly  direction  to  the  Mississippi. 
Both  are  fed  along  their  entire  course  by  numerous  creeks  or 
"branches"  as  they  are  here  called. 

We  were  informed  that  in  the  early  days  of  settlement  the 
region  between  the  present  site  of  Platteville  and  the  Platte 
River  was  largely  a  prairie,  the  region  west  of  the  river  and 
between  it  and  the  Mississippi  being  rough  and  densely 
wooded.  Today  the  lands  lying  west  of  Platteville  and 
between  the  Platte  Rivers  are  largely  under  cultivation  fine 
farms  occupying  the  river  valleys  and  uplands. 

Except  along  the  Mississippi  there  were  no  large  Indian 
villages,  the  region  being  largely  occupied  by  roving  bands  of 
Indians  engaged  in  lead  mining.  The  Platte  Rivers  were 
not  navigable  by  canoe  for  more  than  a  short  distance  above 
their  mouths  at  any  time. 

Having  no  previous  acquaintance  with  this  archaeologic- 
ally  unexplored  region  and  almost  no  clues  upon  which  to 
begin  work  several  days  were  devoted  by  ourselves  to  inter- 
viewing early  settlers  and  others  who  were  likely  to  possess 
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information  of  a  helpful  nature.  During  this  time  we  were 
able  to  examine  the  collections  of  Mr.  Charles  Grindell  and 
Mr.  David  Gardner  of  Platteville,  the  two  principal  collec- 
tors of  archaeological  materials.  Both  collections  are  of 
small  size  that  of  Mr.  Grindell  consisting  very  largely  of 
chert  implements  purchased  by  him  from  the  finders.  Of 
these  only  a  few  and  a  single  grooved  stone  axe  of  ordinary 
form  were  obtained  in  the  region  of  our  investigations.  These 
were  from  the  vicinity  of  Rotintree  Branch  at  Platteville. 
The  remainder  of  the  collection  came  from  sites  near  Hazel 
Green  and  Sinsinawa  in  a  region  lying  between  that  examined 
by  ourselves  and  the  Illinois  state  line.  Some  of  these 
pieces  are  elsewhere  referred  to.  Mr.  Gardner's  specimens 
came  from  an  Indian  camp  site  on  the  Gardner  farm  near 
Platteville. 

A  small  number  of  stone  axes  and  celts  and  chert  imple- 
ments have  also  been  found  by  others  in  Platteville,  these 
being  recovered  during  the  grading  of  streets,  the  cultiva- 
tion of  gardens  and  the  erection  of  buildings. 

The  region  appears  to  be  rather  poverty  stricken  in  both 
the  number  and  variety  of  the  Indian  implements  found. 
Copper  implements  are  of  rare  occurrence.  The  stone  orna- 
ments and  ceremonial  forms  found  elsewhere  in  southern 
Wisconsin  appear  to  be  almost  unknown  here.  Of  trade 
materials  made  of  iron,  or  of  other  materials,  none  were 
seen  by  ourselves. 

In  conducting  our  researches  we  had  to  contend  with  all 
of  the  difficulties  which  generally  beset  explorers  in  a  region 
of  whose  topography  they  have  no  personal  knowledge.  The 
nature  of  the  work  and  to  a  certain  extent  the  character  of 
the  country  made  it  necessary  that  we  travel  largely  on 
foot,  which  we  did  carrying  with  us  our  shelter  tent,  survey- 
ing instruments,  mess  kits  and  provisions.  Following  the 
banks  of  the  streams  was  often  a  matter  of  difficulty  be- 
cause of  the  absence  of  roads,  and  the  swamps  and  brush  and 
weed  overgrown  bottoms  made  wide  detours  often  necessary. 
Quite  steep  ridge  sides  had  occasionally  to  be  climbed  to 
learn  something  of  the  nature  of  the  country  on  the  other 
side  or  ahead. 

Of  a  large  number  of  persons  interviewed  but  very  few 
could  furnish  any  information  or  clues  of  value.  Indian 
cemeteries  and  mounds  reported   to  us  frequently  proved 
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to  be  tree  falls,  old  mining  dumps  or  natural  elevations. 
Some  fields  which  we  traversed,  which  might  have  shown 
signs  of  Indian  occupation,  were  occupied  by  farm  crops  or 
by  grassy  pastures.  The  weather  was  hot  and  sultry  and 
the  country  roads  very  dusty,  these  adding  to  our  discom- 
forts. 

After  conducting  researches  in  other  parts  of  Wisconsin 
where  well  marked  village  and  camp  sites  are  to  be  found  on 
the  banks  of  every  stream  we  could  not  but  be  disappointed 
with  the  very  meagre  evidences  of  this  character  found  along 
the  Platte  Rivers.  Along  the  Mississippi  in  the  region  in- 
vestigated evidences  of  early  Indian  occupation  are  much 
more  common  on  both  the  bottom  lands  and  ridge  crests. 

A  small  number  of  sites  of  which  we  did  not  learn  until  too 
late  to  be  visited  remain  to  be  reported  on  by  future  explora- 
tion parties. 

INDIAN  EVIDENCES  AND  HISTORY 

Platteville  Township 

Winnebago  Camp  Site.  In  an  early  day  the  Winnebago 
Indians  camped  on  a  spring  branch  on  the  old  Rountree 
farm,  now  occupied  by  a  part  of  the  city  of  Platteville.  A 
trail  led  from  this  place  up  the  branch  to  the  Little  Platte 
River. 

Potawatomie  Camp.  In  1851  or  1852  when  the  Potawa- 
tomie  Indians  were  being  removed  by  the  Government  from 
Wisconsin  to  their  Kansas  reservation,  they  camped  for 
several  days  on  the  Dubuque  road  near  the  southwest 
limits  of  Platteville  (S.  W.  %,  S.  W.  \i  of  Sec.  15).  There 
are  said  to  have  been  about  800  of  these  people  in  the  camp. 
They  had  wigwams  with  them  and  travelled  in  government 
wagons. 

Platteville  Cache.  A  cache  or  hoard  of  a  large  number  of 
chert  blanks  was  found  in  an  early  day  in  what  is  now 
Carter's  Addition  to  the  city  of  Platteville.  It  was  dis- 
turbed by  a  Mr.  Bell  in  clearing  land  for  the  location  of  a 
brickyard.  There  are  reported  to  have  been  nearly  two 
bushels  of  these  blanks. 
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This  information  was  given  to  Mr.  Janus  \Y.  Murphy  of 
Platteville,  our  informant,  by  Mr.  Christopher  Bell,  son  of 
the  finder.  No  further  data  concerning  this  deposit  is  ob- 
tainable. 

Rountrce  Branch  Camp  Site.  Indications  of  an  Indian 
camp  site  were  found  on  a  piece  of  cultivated  land  located 
on  the  south  side  of  Rountree  Branch  (S.  W.  ' 4  Section  16) 
and  between  it  and  the  road  to  Dickeyville.  The  attempt 
to  locate  traces  of  Indian  occupation  along  the  banks  of 
the  Branch,  a  tributary  of  the  Little  Platte,  was  1  utile  be- 
cause part  of  the  land  was  not  under  cultivation  at  the  time  of 
our  visit.  The  part  lying  within  the  city  limits  of  Platteville 
is  now  occupied  by  streets  and  houses. 

Loomis  Camp  Site  (X.  YY.  \i,  X.  W.  \  ,.  Sec.  16).  On  the 
C.  F.  Loomis  place  on  the  Potosi  road  indications  of  a  camp 
site  were  found.  This  place  lies  on  the  bank  of  the  Little 
Platte  River  just  beyond  the  Platteville  city  limits.  The 
camp  site  is  indicated  in  a  cultivated  held.  The  indications 
of  Indian  industry  found  here  consist  of  scattered  Hakes  and 
fragments  of  the  local  gray  chert,  fragments  of  cord-marked 
earthenware  and  hearth  stones.  A  few  chips  of  flint  of  a 
pinkish  color  were  also  noted.  Mis.  Loomis  has  a  small 
stone  celt  of  ordinary  form  and  two  well  chipped  chert 
knives  which  were  found  on  this  site. 

Cordvs  Lead  Diggings.  The  Indians  mined  lead  on  the 
Cordes  farm  in  Section  16.  This  land  is  located  on  the  south 
side  of  Rountree  Branch  and  is  now  within  the  Platteville 
city  limits.  The  Indian  lead  workings  at  this  place  consisted 
of  burrows  dug  into  the  base  of  the  hill  near  the  waters  edge. 
This  information  was  obtained  from  Mr.  J.  D.  Gardner  of 
Platteville. 

Junction  Camp  Site  (N.  E.  lA,  Section  17).  On  the  top 
of  a  point  of  land  just  west  of  Platteville  a  few  broken  arrow- 
points  and  blanks,  numerous  chert  flakes,  chips  and  frag- 
ments and  scattered  stones  from  Indian  hearths  were  found 
in  a  small  cornfield.  The  chert  employed  in  implement 
making  on  this  site  was  largely  that  obtainable  in  the  lime- 
stone deposits  of  this  section  of  Grant  County.  A  few  chips 
and  flakes  of  a  fine  reddish  and  of  a  bluish  gray  chert  foreign 
to  this  locality  were  also  obtained. 
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The  narrow  point  of  land  upon  which  these  evidences  were 
found  is  hemmed  in  on  one  side  by  the  valley  of  Rountree 
Branch  and  on  the  other  by  the  valley  of  a  spring  brook. 
It  is  elevated  from  75  or  80  feet  above  the  adjoining  low- 
lands. 

Bell  Lead  Diggings  (N.  E.  \i,  Section  17).  According  to 
Mr.  Gardner,  Indian  lead  diggings  were  also  formerly  lo- 
cated on  the  Bell  property  on  Rountree  Branch,  where  the 
Big  Jack  mine  was  afterwards  located.  This  place  is  almost 
directly  opposite  the  point  of  land  upon  which  is  located 
the  camp  site  just  described.  Doubtless  the  Indians  camped 
there  while  gophering  for  the  ore.  Mr.  Joshua  Woodhouse, 
an  early  settler,  was  clearing  the  land  for  the  erection  of  a 
lime  kiln  when  he  found  an  Indian  dump  upon  which  large 
trees  were  then  growing.  This  was  before  1860.  In  the  hill- 
side near  it  were  burrows  or  tunnels  from  which  the  refuse 
rock  and  earth  had  been  thrown.  Slight  evidences  of  these 
still  remain.  From  the  dump  Mr.  Woodhouse  "sluiced  out" 
lead  to  the  value  of  about  one  hundred  dollars^ 

Gardner  Camp  Site  (W.  34  Sec.  21).  An  Indian  camp  site 
is  located  on  the  Gardner  farm  about  1  lA  miles  southwest 
of  Platteville.  This  place  is  located  on  a  spring  creek,  now 
dry,  tributary  to  the  Little  Platte. 

A  large  number  of  flint  implements  have  been  found  on 
this  place.  Mr.  David  Gardner,  a  resident  of  Platteville, 
is  the  owner  of  a  considerable  number  of  these  which  he  per- 
mitted us  to  examine.  These  show  quite  a  range  of  form  but 
do  not  differ  from  the  classes  of  such  implements  found  else- 
where in  southern  Wisconsin.  Some  of  the  knives  and  spear- 
points  are  of  quite  large  size,  and  of  fine  workmanship, 
the  largest  implement,  a  knife  made  of  light  brown  chert, 
is  7  y2  inches  long.  Several  knives  and  points  are  made  of 
light  brown  quartzite  a  particular  quality  of  this  material 
which  does  not  occur  in  situ  within  less  than  one  hundred 
miles  of  this  region.  Not  a  few  other  specimens  are  made  of 
chert  which  is  credited  by  archeologists  to  Illinois  sources. 
A  single  bevelled  chert  spearpoint  occurred  in  this  collecton. 

Little  Platte  Camp  Site.  We  made  an  examination  of  the 
valley  of  the  Little  Platte  River  beginning  at  the  city  quarry 
about    \y2  miles   northeast   of   Platteville   and    continuing 
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down  to  what  is  known  as  the  "Backbone"  not  far  from  the 
mouth  of  Rountree  Branch.  Our  search  was  but  poorly  re- 
warded. Over  a  greater  part  of  the  distance  no  traces  of 
Indian  occupation  were  found.  The  stream  itself  is  narrow 
from  30  to  50  feet  wide.  It  flows  between  high  sloping 
banks  which  at  the  time  of  our  visit  were  largely  under 
cultivation,  with  here  and  there  a  few  acres  of  pasture  land 
with  a  few  scattered  trees.  At  several  places  along  the  bank 
are  limestone  exposures.  In  some  of  these  are  narrow  veins 
of  grayish  chert  identical  in  character  with  that  found  on 
some  of  the  local  camp  sites.  The  widest  of  these  veins  are 
several  inches  thick. 

Scattered  chert  chips  and  fragments  and  a  few  small 
fragments  of  pottery  were  found  in  a  cornfield  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  Little  Platte  River,  in  the  N.  E.  \i  of  the  S.  W. 
34  of  Sec.  9.  Nearly  all  of  the  chert  appeared  to  be  that 
obtainable  near  this  locality.  Several  chips  of  a  reddish 
chert  were  found.  From  a  field  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river  (S.  E.  34  of  Sec.  8)  a  few  chert  arrowpoints  have  been 
collected. 

Young  Branch  Camp  Site  (N.  E.  34>  S.  E.  34>  Sec.  7). 
Indications  of  chert-working  occur  in  a  cultivated  field  on 
the  top  of  a  high  bluff  on  the  east  side  of  Young  Branch 
near  its  junction  with  the  Little  Platte.  Some  chert  arrow- 
points  have  been  found  here  and  in  the  valley  below  by  boys 
from  the  farms  in  the  vicinity.  The  Branch  is  a  small 
stream,  at  the  time  of  our  visit  only  about  30  feet  wide, 
with  high  hills  on  either  side. 

We  were  taken  to  see  some  supposed  Indian  mounds  in 
a  hillside  pasture  on  the  Ed.  Steinhoff  place  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  stream.  These  proved  to  be  only  tree  falls.  A 
few  arrowpoints  have  been  picked  up  on  the  cultivated  lands 
on  this  farm. 

Tufa  Falls  Furnace.  An  Indian  smelting  furnace  was 
formerly  located  on  the  point  of  a  ridge  at  the  place  known 
as  Tufa  Falls,  on  a  branch  of  Blockhouse  Creek,  near  the 
center  of  Section  32.  This  primitive  furnace  is  said' to  have 
consisted  of  a  hopper-shaped  hole  lined  with  stone  and  hav- 
ing stone  grates  upon  which  the  lead  ore  was  heaped  and 
covered   with   burning  wood.     A   hole  in  the   side   of  the 
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hopper  furnished  a  draught.    The  melted  lead  dropped  into 
the  hopper. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Murphy  of  Platteville  furnished  this  informa- 
tion. The  Indian  miners  are  reported  to  have  transported 
their  lead  by  canoe,  wrapped  in  blankets,  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Big  Platte  where  it  was  purchased  by  the  traders.  They 
were  very  careful  not  to  disclose  the  locations  of  their 
diggings. 

Harrison  Township 

Whig  Hollow  Camp.  We  traversed  the  valley  of  Whig 
Hollow,  through  which  courses  a  small  stream  tributary  to 
the  Little  Platte,  but  could  learn  of  the  location  of  no  arche- 
ological  evidences  in  that  locality.  Arrowpoints,  presumably 
lost  during  early  Indian  hunting  or  other  expeditions,  have 
beer  found  in  the  cultivated  fields  on  the  ridge-tops  above 
the  valley.  This  narrow  valley  is  a  very  beautiful  one.  The 
ridge  sides  except  for  an  occasional  small  clearing  are  still 
clothed  with  groves  of  walnut  and  other  trees.  The  Branch, 
a  clear,  spring-fed  stream,  courses  through  the  valley  being 
crossed  and  recrossed  by  a  rough  wagon  road.  At  intervals 
along  this  valley  small  houses  and  barns  are  found  on  the 
ridge  side  or  near  its  base.  Corn  fields  of  small  extent  are 
in  the  valley  near  these  dwellings. 

During  the  summer  of  1912  a  party  of  Winnebago  In- 
dians camped  at  the  mouth  of  the  Branch.  There  were 
three  young  men  and  their  wives  and  one  old  Indian  in  this 
party.  They  were  engaged  in  gathering  root  and  herb 
medicines  which  they  sold  to  the  white  inhabitants  of  the 
district.  They  lived  in  bark  and  rush  covered  wigwams. 
These  Indians  are  reported  to  have  come  from  the  vicinity 
of  Lancaster. 

Little  Platte  Camp  Site.  Indications  of  a  stone  age  camp 
and  workshop  site  were  found  in  a  gently  sloping  pasture 
on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Little  Platte  River,  at  the  base 
of  a  high  ridge,  at  a  distance  of  about  one-half  mile  below 
the  mouth  of  Whig  Hollow.  The  evidences  of  Indian  occu- 
pation in  this  field  were  more  plentiful  than  on  any  other 
site  visited  by  our  party  since  leaving  Platteville.  Chert 
refuse  was  very  plentiful  among  the  grass  roots  and  in  a 
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number  of  runnels  worn  into  the  surface  of  the  field  by  water 
pouring  down  from  the  ridge  side  above  during  wret  weather. 
Among  this  refuse  of  the  arrowmakers  several  chert  flake 
scrapers  of  the  common  form,  the  tangs  and  points  of  broken 
arrows,  chert  blanks,  and  numbers  of  hearth  stones  wTere 
found.  Several  of  the  blanks  were  about  4  inches  in  length. 
The  hearthstones  were  of  limestone  and  were  burned  to  a 
red  color  by  the  action  of  fire.  The  chert  employed  here 
almost  entirely  wTas  of  the  gray  variety  occurring  in  the  local 
limestone.  Chips  and  flakes  of  some  dark-bluish  gray  and 
pinkish  chert  weie  also  found,  these  indicating  by  their 
presence  that  the  inhabitants  had  trade  intercourse  with 
distant  tribes  or  camps,  probably  in  Illinois.  Along  one 
side  of  this  camp  site  is  a  rivulet  which  has  its  source  in  a 
fine  spring  on  the  ridge-side.  The  presence  of  this  spring 
probably  had  much  to  do  with  the  location  of  a  camp  at 
this  place.  This  rivulet  flows  into  the  river.  Beyond  it  is  a 
tract  of  cultivated  bottom  land  in  which,  however,  no  traces 
of  Indian  occupation  were  found.  Hemming  in  this  site  on 
its  north  side  is  a  narrow  strip  of  land  overgrown  with  young 
trees.  The  river  bank  along  the  front  is  elevated  from  20 
to  25  feet  above  the  water,  which  at  this  point  is  quite 
deep.  Along  a  portion  of  this  frontage  is  a  fringe  of  young 
trees.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream  are  many  acres 
of  bottom  lands  at  present  overgrown  with  a  jungle  of  young 
trees,  shrubs  and  tall  weeds.  The  camp  site  as  at  present 
exposed  is  less  than  two  acres  in  extent  and  about  400  feet 
wide  near  the  river  bank.  We  were  informed  that  this  site 
is  on  land  owned  bv  one  John  Reisic. 


Potosi  Township 

Osceola  Bluff  Group  (Section  10,  Plate  1.)  A  group  of 
mounds  is  located  on  the  crest  .of  a  ridge  known  locally  as 
Osceola  Bluff,  at  a  distance  of  slightly  over  one  mile  south 
of  La  Fayette,  the  C.  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  station,  near  Potosi. 
This  wooded  ridge  fronts  on  the  river  road,  and  on  this  side 
is  quite  steep.  Near  its  top  are  limestone  rock  exposures 
which  are  nearly  perpendicular,  and  which  would  make  very 
difficult  and  indeed  impossible,  an  ascent  from  this  side. 
Ascent  to  the  crest  is  gained  by  the  tongue  at  the  western  end 
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of  the  ridge.  The  top  of  the  ridge  is  also  very  rocky  the  stone 
being  exposed  in  places  and  elsewhere  covered  with  a  few 
inches  or  several  feet  of  soil.  It  was  overgrown  at  the  time  of 
our  visit  on  August  5,  with  sumac  and  other  brush  and  a 
small  number  of  trees.  We  had  no  means  of  correctly  esti- 
mating the  height  of  this  ridge.  It  must  be  500  feet  high  at 
least  above  the  river  bottom  lands.  From  its  top  a  beautiful 
view  is  obtained  over  the  Grant  and  Mississippi  river  bottom 
lands  to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Iowa  bluffs  beyond.  A  view 
up  the  river  can  be  had  as  far  north  as  Wyalusing  and  down 
the  river  as  far  as  Dubuque.  This  view  repays  one  for  the 
rather  arduous  climb.  The  mounds,  nine  in  number  are 
conical  in  form  and  from  1  to  3  fe"et  in  height.  All  appear  to 
be  built  of  black  soil,  which  as  there  is  and  probably  never 
was,  sufficient  soil  on  the  crest,  had  to  be  carried  from  places 
on  the  ridge  side  or  from  the  bottoms  below,  a  task  requiring 
a  large  amount  of  time  and  labor.  The  character  of  this 
group  may  be  learned  from  the  accompanying  plat.  The 
two  largest  of  the  mounds  are  25  and  the  two  smallest  17 
feet  in  diameter.  Between  the  main  group  and  the  single 
conical  on  the  point  of  the  crest  a  possible  linear  mound  is 
indicated.  The  present  elevation  and  outline  of  this  mound 
is  now  too  indefinite  for  accurate  determination  of  its  char- 
acter. Nearly  all  of  these  mounds  have  been  dug  into  by 
local  curiosity  seekers. 

The  location  of  these  earthworks  is  such  that  even  in  their 
present  mutilated  condition  unless  wantonly  destroyed  they 
should  persist  for  centuries. 

Osceola — La  Fayette  Village  Sites  and  Mounds  (Sec.  10).  In 
a  sandy  field  at  the  base  of  and  across  the  road  from  Osceola 
Bluff  are  evidences  of  an  Indian  camp  site.  These  are  largely 
confined  to  the  higher  land  along  the  western  edge  of  the 
field  at  a  distance  of  about  500  feet  from  the  base  of  the 
bluff.  On  a  knoll  in  the  southwest  corner  of  this  field  fire- 
place stones,  potsherds,  broken  chert  blanks,  and  refuse  of 
the  arrowmakers  were  scattered  about  in  profusion.  Be- 
tween this  field  and  the  C.  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  right-of-way  is 
another  field,  at  the  time  of  our  visit  occupied  by  a  cornfield. 
In  this  field  but  little  evidence  of  aboriginal  occupation  was 
found. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  track  and  between  it  and  the 
bank  of  Grant  River  is  a  narrow  strip  of  sandy  land,  in 
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many  places  not  over  75  feet  in  width  in  which  traces  of 
Indian  life  and  industry  were  most  numerous.  This  site 
extends  from  this  place  along  the  track  toward  La  Fayette 
station  for  nearly  one-half  mile.  Small  portions  of  it  are 
under  cultivation.  Everywhere  on  this  tract  indications  of 
stone  age  camps  are  very  numerous.  From  the  chert  refuse 
it  was  determined  that  most  of  the  material  which  was  of  a 
gray  color  had  been  obtained  by  the  natives  from  local 
sources.  Some  blue  hornstone,  probably  procured  in  In- 
diana or  Illinois,  brown  chalcedony  from  points  west  of  the 
Mississippi  and  other  finer  grades  of  chert  obtainable  in 
Illinois,  were  observed  among  the  refuse.  These  evidences 
were  most  numerous  on  a  piece  of  land  from  which  sand  had 
been  hauled  for  use  at  Potosi.  Pottery  fragments  were 
especially  common  here.  On  this  particular  field  several 
conical  mounds  are  reported  to  have  been  formerly  located. 
Traces  of  them  could  still  be  seen.  These  were  excavated  by 
Potosi  parties,  human  remains  being  found  in  each.  Several 
burials  made  in  ordinary  graves  were  also  exposed  here  in 
digging  sand.  Large  numbers  of  chert  implements  and  a 
few  stone  celts  have  been  recovered  by  collectors  here  and 
elsewhere  on  this  site. 

Grant  River  Camp  Sites  (Sees.  11,  14,  and  24).  In  various 
fields  lying  between  the  C.  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  right-of-way  and 
the  bank  of  Grant  River  camp  sites  were  located.  One  of 
these  was  near  track  section  post  No.  6,  and  another  near 
the  mouth  of  a  creek  tributary  to  the  Grant,  in  Section  14. 
In  some  fields  grain  was  being  grown  and  in  these  no  observa- 
tions could  be  made.  The  chert  refuse  to  be  found  along 
the  edges  of  some  of  these  fields  cut  by  the  right-of-way 
told  the  story  of  the  past  location  of  camps  there.  The 
quality  of  the  chert  found  on  these  places  was  the  same  as 
that  obtained  on  the  site  near  La  Fayette.  The  Grant  is 
here  a  very  pretty  stream  its  banks  being  fringed  in  places 
with  tall  rows  of  willows  and  other  trees.  The  wooded 
Mississippi  bottom  lands  beyond  have  been  and  are  still 
the  retreats  of  raccoons  and  other  small  animals,  and  wild 
fowl.  Fish  of  many  species  are  numerous  in  the  river, 
sloughs  and  small  lakes. 

Cedarbrook  Mound  (S.  y2,  Sec.  24).  On  the  top  of  a  ridge 
overlooking  the   Grant   and   Mississippi   bottoms   a   single 
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linear  mound  is  located.  This  ridge  top  is  occupied  by  the 
John  Flagel  farm,  formerly  known  as  the  Cedarbrook  farm. 
The  mound  is  95  feet  long  and  has  a  uniform  width  of  8 
feet.  It  is  located  in  a  pasture  and  is  not  very  conspicuous 
being  only  from  1  to  1%  feet  high.  It  is  crossed  near  one 
extremity  by  a  farm  road.  The  other  was  hidden  in  a  sumac 
thicket.  No  other  earthworks  were  found  on  this  ridge-top 
whch  is  almost  entirely  under  cultivation. 

A  cave  on  the  side  of  this  ridge  is  thought  to  be  an  old 
Indian  lead  mine.  The  front  of  this  bluff  along  the  railroad 
track  is  precipitous  and  rocky. 

Potosi  Lead  Diggings.  The  Indians  mined  for  lead  on  the 
ridge  sides  and  elsewhere  at  Potosi.  Lumps  of  melted 
lead  were  formerly  occasionally  found  by  boys  on  the  ridge 
tops.  According  to  several  old  settlers  of  this  vicinity  the 
method  which  they  frequently  employed  in  smelting  the  ore 
was  to  heap  up  wood  placing  the  lumps  of  galena  between 
the  layers.  These  were  then  burned  the  melted  lead  drop- 
ping into  an  excavation  beneath. 

Pickel  Camp  Site  (Sec.  25).  On  the  Pickel  farm  on  the 
north  side  of  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Platte  River,  at  the 
southern  base  of  Cedarbrook  Bluff  is  the  site  of  an  early 
Indian  camp.  The  usual  evidences  of  such  occupation  are 
found  on  a  bench  of  elevated  land  at  the  base  of  the  bluff. 
Large  numbers  of  chert  points  and  other  chert  implements 
have  been  found  here  in  cultivating  the  land.  This  bench  is 
separated  from  the  river  by  a  broad  stretch  of  low  and 
swampy  land  a  large  portion  of  which  is  under  cultivation. 
In  recent  years  the  Winnebago  occasionally  camped  in  num- 
bers in  the  river  valley  at  and  near  this  place. 

Grant  River  Bluff  Groups  (Sec.  6  (?)  )  Plates  2  and  3.  The 
most  imposing  of  the  mound  groups  located  by  ourselves  in 
this  region  is  on  the  top  of  a  bluff  on  the  north  side  of  Grant 
River  and  between  it  and  the  C.  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  line,  which 
passes  along  at  the  foot  of  its  western  side.  This  bluff  we 
estimated  to  rise  400  or  more  feet  above  the  river  bottoms. 

Mr.  John  Kading  is  the  owner  of  the  farm  on  its  crest. 
It  is  located  about  two.  miles  north  of  La  Fayette  (Potosi) 
station. 
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One  group  of  six  mounds  is  located  near  the  point  of  the 
bluff. 

Four  of  these  are  linear  and  two  are  conical  mounds. 
Their  dimensions  (in  feet)  aie: 

Linear,  18  x  66  x  2 

Conical,  25x23^ 

Conical,  25x23^ 

Linear,  18  x  65  x  2 

Linear,  18  x  42  x  iy 

Linear,  18  x  40  x  \y2 
All  are  in  a  good  state  of  preservation.     They  are  in  a 
grove  of  oak  trees. 

Group  No.  2  is  located  at  a  distance  of  about  800  feet 
west  of  Group  No.  1.  It  consists  of  a  total  of  16  linear  and 
conical  mounds  the  greater  number  of  which  are  separated 
from  one  another  by  only  short  distances. 

The  dimensions  of  the  mounds  in  this  group  are: 

Linear,  26  x  90  x  1  y2 

Linear,  19  x  77  x  \y2 

Conical,  41,  x  3 

Conical,  34  x  3 

Conical,  40  x  6 

Conical,  45  x  6 

Conical,  48  x  7 

Conical,  45  x  6 

Conical,  21  x  iy 

Conical,  19  x  1 3/2 

Conical,  24  x  2 
No.  12.  Conical,  29x33^ 
No.  13.  Linear,  18x80x23^ 
No.  14.  Linear,  18  x  70  x  2 
No.  15.  Conical,  37  x  4 
No.  16.  Linear,  22  x  66  x  23^ 

These  mounds  are  located  partly  in  a  grove  of  oak  trees, 
and  partly  in  a  pasture.  The  linear  mound  at  the  western 
extremity  of  the  group  extends  into  a  grain  field.  We  were 
informed  that  there  were  formerly  other  mounds  beyond  this 
one  but  there  appear  to  be  no  present  indications  of  this. 
Conical  mounds  No.  5,  6,  7  and  8  are  especially  fine  examples 
of  this  class  of  mounds.  The  mounds  appear  to  have  been 
built  of  clay  soil  which  is  procurable  in  the  surrounding  fields. 
An  attempt  has  been  made  to  excavate  all  of  these  mounds 
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by  digging  holes  into  their  tops.  Some  of  the  mounds  in 
both  groups  are  very  near  the  edge,  from  3  to  25  feet,  of  the 
bluff. 

Paris  Township 

Schumeyer  Village  Sites  (Sec.  30).  On  the  Schumeyer 
place,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Big  Platte,  lying  directly 
east  of  the  C.  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  crossing  of  the  river,  is  located 
an  Indian  village  site.  The  land  along  this  side  of  the  stream 
is  elevated,  sandy,  and  quite  level,  affording  a  good  location 
for  a  camp.  The  river  bank  is  from  20  to  30  feet  high  in 
places.  In  the  sandy  soil  about  the  Schumeyer  house  and 
barns  and  on  several  knolls  in  the  fields  beyond  chert  chips 
and  fragments,  fireplace  stones  and  bits  of  earthenware  are 
scattered  about.  At  the  edge  of  a  road  entering  the  yard  an 
Indian  fireplace  was  exposed.  The  rough  limestone  frag- 
ments with  which  it  was  lined  were  burned  to  a  reddish 
color.  Numerous  flint  arrow  and  spear  points  are  said  to 
have  been  found  in  the  fields.  The  chert  in  use  here  is 
similar  to  that  already  described  from  the  sites  along  Grant 
River. 

Schumeyer  Bluff  Group  (Plates  4  and  5).  This  group  of 
fifteen  mounds  is  located  on  the  crest  of  a  narrow  ridge  on 
the  Schumeyer  place,  and  which  bounds  the  farm  on  the 
west.  This  bluff  consists  of  two  eminences  united  by  a  long 
narrow  lower  ridge,  or  saddle.  The  mounds  are  on  the 
southern  eminence.  Of  the  mounds  14  are  conical  and  one 
is  linear  in  form.  They  are  in  a  grove  of  oak  trees  and  are 
surrounded  by  a  jungle  of  tall  weeds,  vines  and  shrubbery. 
All  except  one  or  two  have  been  dug  into  by  local  relic 
hunters.  All  appear  to  have  been  built  of  clay  soil,  probably 
obtained  at  the  Platte  River  bank  not  far  away.  The  most 
prominent  of  the  conical  mounds  is  35  feet  in  diameter  and 
must  have  been  originally  about  5  feet  high.  The  others 
are  from  15  to  21  feet  in  diameter  and  from  \y2to2y2  feet 
high. 

The  linear  mound,  a  fine  specimen,  is  81  feet  in  length 
17  feet  wide  and  about  \y2  feet  high.  We  learned  that  the 
ravisher  of  some  of  these  mounds  was  a  Mr.  Hart.  He  is 
reported  to  have  found  skulls  and  bones  but  no  implements 
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in  some  of  them.  His  work  and  thai  of  the  other  relic 
hunters  operating  in  this  vicinity  was  of  such  a  character 
that  probably  nearly  all  could  be  re-excavated  with  some 
profit  to  archeological  science. 

Indian  Creek  Camp  Silt  In  the  early  days  <>t  settlement 
of  this  region  the  most  important  Winnebago  Indian  village 
was  in  the  valley  of  Indian  Creek,  a  tributary  to  the  Platte 
River. 

McLean  Mounds  Indian  "mounds"  are  reported  to  be 
located  on  the  crest  of  a  ridge  on  the  Henry  McLean  and 
adjoining  Hamilton  and  Meyers  places,  in  the  X.  W.  '(  of 
Sec.  12  ".'  ueai'  the  junction  of  Blockhouse  Creek  and  the 
Little  Platte.  Mr.  .John  Heiman  excavated  some  of  these 
earthworks  he  called  them  graves)  about  10  years  ago,  and 
found  a  few  ijass  beads  and  arrowpoints.  In  recent  years 
another  was  excavated  by  a  local  school  teacher  who  ob- 
tained an  Indian  skull. 

Arrowpoints  are  occasionally  found  in  the  cultivated  fields 
along  Blockhouse  ( Ireek. 

This  information  was  obtained  from  .John  Heiman,  Geo. 
Hoadley,  .1.  W.  Murphy  and  others. 

Potosi  Road  Camp  Site  X.  E.  ',.  Sec.  18)  Lvidences  of 
a  former  Indian  camp  site  were  located  among  the  stubble 
in  a  recently  harvested  grain  held  on  the  Liebfried  farm  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Potosi  road.  The  condition  of  this  field 
did  not  permit  of  a  very  careful  examination  of  its  surface. 
We  learned  that  a  small  number  of  chert  arrowpoints  had 
been  found  her?.  Chert  chips  were  scattered  about  here  and 
there  on  the  surface  of  the  field.  Most  of  these  proved  to 
be  flaked  from  material  obtained  from  the  local  sources. 


ADDITIONAL  DATA 

The  following  additional  information  concerning  archae- 
ological evidences  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Grant  County 
was  obtained  from  various  friends  and  other  interested  per- 
sons. 

An  enclosure  is,  or  was,  located  on  the  old  Speeker  farm 
on  the  west  side  of  Sinsinawa  Creek,  in  Section  34  of  Hazel 
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Green  Township.  This  earthwork  is  said  to  be  elliptical  in 
form,  about  30  or  40  feet  in  length  and  of  half  that  diameter 
at  its  middle.  There  is  a  tradition  among  settlers  of  this 
region  that  it  was  used  as  an  Indian  dance  ground. 

A  short  distance  north  of  the  enclosure  was  located  an 
old  Indian  smelting  furnace.  This  was  on  the  old  Rogers 
farm,  on  the  east  side  of  Sinsinawa  Creek,  also  in  Section  34. 

In  the  S.  W.  li  of  Section  34,  on  the  boundary  ridge  be- 
tween Wisconsin  and  Illinois,  are  a  number  of  conical  burial 
mounds.  These  are  on  the  east  side  of  Sinsinawa  Creek. 
Mounds  are  also  said  to  exist  on  the  west  side  of  the  creek 
opposite  this  place.  This  information  was  obtained  by  Mr. 
Baiton  from  Mr.  Richard  Goodell,  Mr.  C.  L.  Harper  and 
others.  Other  mounds  and  camp  sites  are  reported  to  occur 
near  Hazel  Green.  Mr.  Charles  Grindell  of  Platteville  has  in 
his  collection  a  considerable  number  of  chert  arrow  and 
spear  points  and  knives  from  the  Sinsinawa  region.  Other 
Indian  implements  found  in  this  valley  are  in  a  collection 
owned  by  Mr.  Carlinson  at  the  Empire  Hotel,  at  Hazel  Green. 

A  bird  effigy  is  said  to  be  located  in  a  pasture  on  the 
John  Kelley  place,  Burr  Oak  Farm,  on  a  branch  of  Boise 
Creek,  in  the  X.  W.   x/i  of  Section  28,  Potosi  Township. 

Mounds  are  also  located  on  the  same  creek  on  the  M. 
Cogan  estate,  in  the  X.  }2  of  Section  29. 

This  information  was  furnished  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Murphy. 

According  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Wagner  of  Dickeyville  the  Indians 
formerly  mined  lead  at  a  place  known  as  Gibraltar,  on  the 
north  side  of  Indian  Creek,  near  its  junction  with  the  Big 
Platte  River,  in  Paris  Township. 

Mounds  were  formerly  located  on  the  crest  of  a  ridge,  in 
Section  1  of  Platteville  Township,  on  the  road  from  Platte- 
ville to  Arthur. 

An  enclosure  is  said  to  be  located  in  the  S.  y2  of  Section 
19,  on  the  Little  Platte  River,  in  the  same  township.  These 
are  reported  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Murphy. 

Mounds  are  said  to  exist  on  a  ridge  near  the  Potosi  road 
crossing  of  the  Big  Platte  River.  These  are  on  the  Likens 
place  southeast  of  the  river,  in  Harrison  Township. 

Evidences  of  an  Indian  camp  site  exist  in  a  field,  on  a 
projecting  point  near  the  J.  McKelvey  farm  on  Boise  Creek, 
in  the  S.  W.  }/±  of  Section  17,  at  a  distance  of  about  3  miles 
northwest  of  Potosi.  Many  chert  and  other  implements 
have  been  found  here.    This  site  is  in  Potosi  Township. 
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REM  \!<K^ 

Although  a  large  amount  of  archaeological  field-work  has 
been  conducted  in  past  years  In  Grant  County  it  has  not  yet 
been  found  possible  to  attempt  the  publication  of  a  complete 
report  of  its  Indian  antiquities.  Nor  will  this  be  possible 
until  a  Eurther  appropriation  for  survey  and  exploration  work 
can  be  obtained  from  the  state.  In  order  to  publish  a  com- 
plete  and  accurate  report  a  re-examination  of  nearly  every 
section  of  this  large  countj  must  be  made.  This  will  require 
a  very  large  amount  of  labor  in  the  field  and  office.  An  i 
amination  of  the  published  records  of  this  county  will  show 
that  of  its  Indian  village  sites,  cemeteries,  planting  grounds, 
trails  and  other  features  of  its  archaeological  history  but 
little  is  known,  early  investigatois  paying  but  little  or  no 
attention  to  any  evidences  but  the  mound  groups. 

The  earliest  description  of  a  group  of  mounds  in  the  county 
appears   to  have   been   made   \>\    R.   C.    l.i\lor.  who  in    1 

published  in  the  American  Journal  of  Science  and  Art  a 
description  of  a  group  of  mounds  at  Muscoda  on  the  Wis- 
consin rover.  Daniel  McLeod  afterwards  published  a  de- 
scription of  the  same  group  in  his  "Historj  of  Wiskonsan" 
18  16).  Jared  Warner's  description  and  figure  of  the  famous 
"elephant"  mound  appeared  in  the  Smithsonian  Report  of 
1872.  Moses  Strong,  Jr.  made  surveys  of  a  considerable 
number  bf  mound  groups  in  Wyalusing,  Bloomington,  Mill- 
ville,  Woodman,  and  Waterloo  townships,  descriptions  of 
which  were  printed  in  the  Smithsonian  Report  for  1876. 

In  1889,  P.  W.  Norris,  J.  I).  Middleton  and  Prof.  Cyrus 
Thomas  conducted  archaeological  investigations  in  Bloom- 
ington, Cassville  and  Muscoda  townships  the  results  of 
which  were  published  by  the  latter  in  the  12  Annual  Report 
of  the  American  Bureau  of  Ethnology.  ( >ther  Grant  County 
groups  were  described  by  Rev.  S.  D.  Peet  in  the  American 
Antiquarian  and  in  his  "Prehistoric  America'*  (Vol.  2).  In 
1880,  C.  K.  Dean  published  in  the  Wisconsin  Historical 
Collections  the  results  of  the  excavation  of  a  mound  at  Bos- 
cobel.  Mr.  W.  W.  Oilman,  a  member  of  the  Wisconsin 
Archeological  Society,  in  1903  and  1906,  furnished  data 
concerning  the  mound  groups  located  in  Millville,  Boscobel 
and  Waterstown  townships.    Mr.  W.  II.  Elkey  also  assisted 
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with  data  concerning  evidences  of  aboriginal  occupation  in 
Waterstown  and  Potosi  townships.  In  1909,  plats  of  some 
of  the  groups  at  the  mouth  of  the  Wisconsin  River  were 
prepared  by  C.  E.  Brown  with  the  assistance  of  the  late 
Senator  Robert  Glenn  and  Rev.  L.  E.  Drexel.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year  Senator  Glenn  furnished  the  Society  with  a  map 
showing  the  locations  of  all  of  the  mound  groups  and  other 
aboriginal  remains  on  his  extensive  lands  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Wisconsin.  These  are  now  included  in  Marquette  State 
Park,  the  magnificent  public  recreation  reservation  which  he 
labored  so  devotedly  to  establish. 

Some  idea  of  the  great  archaeological  riches  of  Grant 
County  may  be  obtained  from  the  fact  that  up  to  the  time 
of  the  publication  in  1906  of  "A  Record  of  Wisconsin  An- 
tiquities" no  fewer  than  forty-one  groups  of  mounds  and 
seven  solitary  mounds  had  been  described  or  reported  on 
from  Grant  County. 


CASSVILLE  MOUNDS   \M>  SITES 

Charles  E.  Brown  ami  Leopold  E.  Drexel 


While  at  Cassville,  Grant  County,  during  the  month  of 
November,  1909.  an  investigation  of  Indian  remains  located 
at  and  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  was  undertaken  by  the 
writers.  This  data  it  has  not  before  been  convenient  to 
publish.  It  is  now  printed  for  the  benefit  of  members  and 
friends  of  the  Wisconsin  Archeological  Society. 

Evidences 

Winnebago  Camp.  In  the.  year  1857  a  camp  of  Winnebago 
Indians  was  located  on  the  shore  of  the  Wisconsin  River 
between  the  site  of  the  old  saw  mill  and  Furnace  Branch,  at 
Cassville.  Here  Mr.  J.  B.  Ortschied,  an  old  settler,  found  a 
number  of  heaps  of  clam  shells,  the  remains  of  former  feasts 
of  the  Indian  inhabitants  of  this  site.     These  were  of  small 
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size.  A  few  glass  trade  beads  were  also  collected  here  by 
the  same  gentleman.  In  investigating  this  site  we  found  at 
the  place  known  as  Kleinfelter's  Park  chert  chips  and  frag- 
ments and  other  evidences  of  a  stone  age  camp  site. 

Riverside  Park  Mounds  (Figure  1")  In  Riverside  Park  at 
Cassville,  on  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi  River,  are  a  small 
bird  effigy  and  a  linear  mound.  The  bird  effigy  lies  entirely 
within  the  park  and  the  linear  mound  partly  within  the  park 
and  partly  on  the  adjoining  Craig  place,  a  portion  of  one  end 


Fig.    1 


having  been  destroyed  by  the  house  which  is  built  upon  it. 
The  near  wing  of  the  effigy  is  within  80  feet  of  the  river  bank 
which  is  here  about  five  feet  high.  This  effigy  is  83  feet  in 
length. and  its  wingspread  112  feet.  Its  width  below  the 
wings  is  20  and  its  width  at  the  extremity  of  the  expanded 
tail  28  feet.  This  effigy  is  the  only  mound  of  its  class  which 
we  located  at  Cassville.  It  is  a  common  type  in  other 
parts  of  the  state.  The  linear  mound  lies  about  18  feet  al- 
most directly  behind  it.  Thirty-three  feet  of  one  extremity 
of  this  mound  are  in  the  park.  It  appears  to  have  been  of  a 
nearly  uniform  width  of  18  feet.    Both  mounds  are  low. 


Gassville  Mounds  and  Sites  105 

While  at  Cassville  we  endeavored  in  our  conversations 
with  residents  of  the  village  to  create  an  interest  in  the 
permanent  preservation  and  marking  of  the  bird  effigy.  Its 
location  is  favorable  and  this  should  be  done. 

Oakey's  Hill  Group.  These  mounds  are  on  the  tongue  of  a 
steep  bluff  known  as  Oakey's  Hill,  rising  in  the  rear  of  the 
Catholic  church,  at  Cassville.  On  the  crest  of  this  bluff 
the  three  linear  mounds  composing  the  group  are  disposed 
of  in  an  irregular  line,  one  behind  the  other.  The  most 
northerly  of  the  mounds  is  120  feet  in  length  and  20  feet  in 
width.  It  is  about  2%  feet  high.  Forty-two  feet  beyond  it 
is  the  second  mound  which  is  of  the  same  dimensions  and 
height.  The  third  mound  lies  63  feet  in  the  rear  of  the  last. 
This  mound  is  93  feet  long  and  of  the  same  width  and  height 
as  the  other  two.  The  crest  of  the  ridge  at  the  location  of 
this  mound  is  only  about  one  hundred  feet  wide.  On  its 
western  side  the  slope  of  the  bluff  is  gradual  down  to  the  ra- 
vine road  leading  to  Cassville.  We  have  no  particular  sug- 
gestions to  offer  in  regard  to  the  choice  by  the  prehistoric  In- 
dians of  this  elevated  and  narrow  bluff  crest  for  the  erection 
of  a  group  of  earthworks.  Other  groups  or  solitary  mounds 
have  been  located  in  similar  situations  along  both  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Wisconsin  Rivers  in  this  state. 

Oakey  Mound.  On  the  crest  of  Oakey's  Hill  at  a  distance 
from  the  group  just  described,  we  also  found  a  solitary  linear 
mound.  The  general  direction  of  this  mound  was  east  and 
west.  One  extremity  lay  within  20  and  the  other  within  50 
feet  of  the  edge  of  the  bluff.  This  mound  was  100  feet  long 
and  30  feet  wide,  its  width  being  exceptional  for  this  region. 
The  crest  of  the  hill  at  this  place  is  sparsely  wooded.  This 
locality  is  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  north  of  the  C.  B.  & 
Q.  R.  R.  rock  crusher,  in  the  E.  y2  of  Section  28. 

Geiger  Group.  In  a  piece  of  pasture  land  belonging  to  the 
Geiger  Estate  (Fract.  Sec.  29),  on  the  bank  of  Jacko  Slough, 
at  Cassville,  is  a  group  of  two  linear  and  three  conical 
mounds.  They  are  quite  closely  grouped.  The  two  linears 
are  each  120  feet  long  and  have  a  uniform  width  of  20  feet. 
Of  the  three  burial  mounds  one  is  18  and  two  are  20  feet  in 
diameter. 
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These  mounds  were  all  still  in  good  condition  at  the  time 
of  our  visit  having  happily  escaped  the  fate  of  many  of  the 
other  Indian  earthworks  in  this  region.  A  few,  probably 
two  or  three,  other  mounds  belonging  to  this  group  are  re- 
ported to  have  extended  north  from  this  pasture  on  to  the 
adjoining  grounds  of  the  pickle  factory.  The  C.  B.  cV.  Q.  R.  R. 
right-of-way  adjoins  on  the  east  the  land  upon  which  this 
group  of  mounds  is  located. 

Jacko  Slough  Camp  Site.  On  the  Jamas  Finley  farm  (S. 
Y2,  Sec.  27),  south  of  Cassville,  between  the  C.  B.  &  Q.  R.  R. 
tracks  and  Jacko  Slough,  groups  of  burned  stones  marking 
the  "sites  of  several  former  Indian  wigwams  were  found. 
Chips  and  fragments  of  chert  were  scattered  over  the  suiface 
of  the  ground  in  their  vicinity.  This  chert  was  identical 
with  that  occurring  in  quantity  in  veins  in  the  Galena  lime- 
stone about  Cassville. 

Right-of-Way  Group.  Scattered  along  the  right-of-way 
of  the  C.  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  south  of  Cassville,  in  the  S.  y2  of 
Section  27  (?),  some  of  them  cut  in  two  by  the  railroad 
tracks,  an  irregular  line  of  nine  conical  mounds  was  en- 
countered. On  one  side  of  the  right-of-way  at  this  place  is 
the  Newman  and  on  the  other  the  Bernard  farm.  The 
length  of  this  line  of  mounds  from  one  end  to  the  other  was 
about  600  feet.  Eight  of  the  nine  mounds  were  30  feet  in 
diameter  at  their  bases  and  one  25  feet.  The  highest  was 
3}4  feet  high.  All  had  been  badly  or  somewhat  mutilated. 
Several  appeared  to  have  been  excavated  by  relic  hunters. 
It  is  probable  that  all  of  these  mounds  are  now  destroyed. 
At  the  time  of  our  visit  in  1909  the  right-of-way  had  been 
burned  over  by  the  railroad  company  thus  plainly  marking 
the  outlines  of  the  mounds.  These  mounds  were  said  to 
have  been  part  of  a  once  larger  group  extending  from  this 
point  to  beyond  the  railroad  crossing. 

This  is  only  one  of  a  number  of  mound  groups  which  this 
Mississippi  Valley  railroad  has  destroyed  in  the  course  of 
the  improvement  of  it-  line  in  this  and  other  Wisconsin 
counties. 

Gravel  Pit  Group.  On  the  edge  of  the  C.  B.  &  Q.  R.  R. 
gravel  pit,  between  the  railroad  right-of-way  and  Jacko 
Slough,  was  a  group  of  six  conical  mounds.     They  were 
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located  in  a  meadow  belonging  to  this  railroad  and  have  in 
past  years  been  under  cultivation.  It  is  probable  that  all 
have  now  been  destroyed  in  the  enlarging  of  the  gravel  pit. 
Some  other  mounds  of  the  same  character  lying  to  the  south- 
west of  these  have  been  destroyed  in  the  Company's  exca- 
vations for  gravel.  Nothing  could  be  learned  of  their  con- 
tents. 

At' the  time  of  our  visit  these  mounds  were  overgrown  with 
tall  grass  and  weeds.  One,  the  largest,  measured  40  feet 
in  diameter  at  its  base,  another  35  and  the  remaining  four 
each  25  feet.  They  were  from  IJ2  to  21/9  feet  high.  Rem- 
nants of  one  01  two  other  mounds  could  be  seen  on  the 
right-of-way  southeast  of  these.  This  mound  group  is  lo- 
cated in  the  N.  Yi  of  Fractional  Section  35. 

Remarks 

According  to  James  H.  Lockwood  the  Fox  Indians  had 

in  the  year  1816  a  large  village  where  Cassville  now  stands. 

This  was  called  Penah  (Turkey).    These  Indians  in  common 

with  some  other  Wisconsin  tribes,  traded  at  Prairie  du  Chien 

W'.H.  Colls.,  II,  p.  131). 

Other  groups  of  mounds,  which  we  did  not  reach  are  re- 
ported in  "A  Record  of  Wisconsin  Antiquities"  to  be  lo- 
cated on  the  Dewey  (Newberry)  farm,  from  one  to  three 
miles  north  of  Cassville.  These  were  located  in  1890  by 
P.  W.  Norris  for  the  Bureau  of  American  Ethnology.  He 
also  reported  the  existence  of  two  lines  of  earthworks  on 
the  Mississippi  bluffs  three  miles  north  of  the  city,  the  ex- 
istence of  a  large  circular  mound  and  a  stone  cairn  "near 
Cassville"  and  of  a  group  of  effigy,  circular  and  elongate 
mounds  two  miles  south  of  Cassville.  These  groups  are 
described  and  two  of  them  figured  by  Prof.  Cyrus  Thomas 
in  the  12  Annual  Report  of  the  Bureau. 
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A  COPPER  BANNER  STONE 

(See  Frontispiece) 
W.  A.  Titus 

Centuries  ago,  when  the  waters  of  Lake  Winnebago 
covered  much  of  what  is  now  Fond  du  Lac  city,  it  is  probable 
that  the  surrounding  region  was  the  favorite  camping  ground 
of  the  aboriginees.  Villages  were  found  on  the  southern 
shores  of  the  lake  of  the  Winnebago  by  the  earliest  French 
explorers,  and  these  showed  evidences  of  long  occupation. 
That  the  primitive  tribes  who,  at  some  remote  period,  oc- 
cupied the  region  around  Lake  Winnebago  were  well  ad- 
vanced in  some  of  the  elements  of  civilization  is  evidenced  by 
the  many  beautifully  formed  implements  and  weapons  of 
copper,  chipped  flint,  and  polished  stone  that  have  from  time 
to  time  been  excavated  by  plow  or  pick  in  what  now  com- 
prises the  counties  of  Fond  du  Lac,  Winnebago  and  Calumet. 

While  it  is  now  generally  believed  that  the  natives  who  did 
this  more  artistic  class  of  work  were  the  ancestors  of  the  tribes 
found  here  by  the  first  white  men  who  visited  the  region, 
there  is  no  positive  proof  that  such  is  the  case.  The  mere 
fact  that  these  carefully  made  implements  were  in  use  by  the 
natives  at  the  time  of  the  first  explorations,  is  not  conclusive, 
for  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  prehistoric  implements  are 
often  used  by  modern  tribes  who  dig  up  or  find  on  the  sur- 
face these  ancient  objects  and  adapt  them  to  thsir  own  uses. 

The  extent  and  variety  of  the  aboriginal  copper  objects 
found  in  the  Winnebago  region  is  striking.  The  Hamilton 
collection  of  copper  relics  at  Two  Rivers  is  probably  the 
largest  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  and  many  of  these  speci- 
mens came  from  the  three  counties  named  above.  The  ex- 
cellent collections  in  the  Milwaukee  Public  Museum  and  the 
State  Historical  Museum  at  Madison  likewise  show  a  pre- 
ponderance of  specimens  from  the  eastern  or  northeastern 
part  of  Wisconsin. 

It  is  only  three  years  ago  that  the  large  cache  of  copper 
spears  and  pikes,  consisting  of  21  specimens,  was  found  at 
the  corner  of  Hickory  and  Poplar  Streets  in  Fond  du  Lac, 
while  workmen  were  excavating  a  cellar.     This  is  the  last 
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A  Copper  Banner  Stone 


find  reported  from  this  vicinity  ^ntil  the  discovery  of  the 
unique  specimen  which  will  be  described  in  this  article. 

On  August  1st,  1916,  James  McCabe,  a  local  contractor, 
who  was  constructing  a  sewer  through  Clinton  Street  in 
the  extreme  northwestern  part  of  the  city,  noticed  a  peculiar 
shaped  object  shoveled  from  the  trench  about  400  feet  north 
of  Scott  Street.  Examination,  showed  that  it  was  of  copper 
and  shaped  somewhat  like  the  two  bladed  battle  axe  of  an- 
cient or  medieval  times.  Each  cutting  edge  measured  about 
five  inches,  while  the  distance  between  the  two  edges  at  the 
median  line  was  likewise  five  inches.  Through  the  center, 
an  eye  or  hole  for  the  handle  had  been  neatly  punched. 
This  orifice  was  nearly  round  and  about  •%  inch  in  diameter. 
The  implement  had  been  fashioned  from  a  plate  or  flake  of 
native  copper  nearly  half  an  inch  thick  at  the  center,  but 
hammered  out  very  thin  on  either  side  as  it  approached  the 
edge  of  each  blade  or  bit.  The  whole  outline  showed  a  re- 
markable symmetry,  although  slightly  rough  on  the  edges 
from  ihe  hammering  or  from  corrosion. 

This  weapon  or  ceremonial  was  found  fully  six  feet  below 
the  surface,  the  entire  soil  above  it  except  the  top  six  inches, 
being  lake  sand  such  as  is  washed  up  by  the  waves.  That 
this  was  once  a  part  of  the  lake  shore  line  is  certain,  but  the 
six  inch  deposit  of  vegetable  mold  on  top  of  the  beach  sand 
makes  it  likewise  certain  that  the  shore  line  receded  many 
ages  ago,  and  the  process  has  been  going  on  steadily  until 
the  lake  is  now  fully  a  half  mile  distant  at  its  nearest  point. 
Two  theories  are  possible,  one,  that  the  specimen  was  lost 
on  the  lake  beach  or  in  the  waters  of  the  lake  centuries 
ago,  and  was  gradually  buried  beneath  the  sand  by  wave 
action.  The  other,  that  this  article  was  buried  to  the  depth 
of  six  feet  by  its  aboriginal  owner.  The  first  hypothesis 
means  a  very  remote  antiquity,  the  second,  that  it  may  have 
happened  any  time  prior  to  1830  which  is  about  the  date 
when  the  last  Indian  village  in  this  region  was  deserted. 

The  specimen  was  purchased  from  Mr.  McCabe  by  G.  R. 
Moore  of  Janesville,  a  dealer  in  antiquities.  It  is  now  in 
the  collection  of  Mr.  Joseph  Ringeisen,  Jr.,  the  well-known 
Milwaukee  collector.  He  has  very  kindly  furnished  the 
photograph  from  which  the  cut  shown  in  the  frontispiece 
of  this  issue  of  the  Wisconsin  Archeologist  was  made.  From 
an  examination  of  this  plate  it  will  be  seen  that  this  speci- 
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men  duplicates  in  form  some  of  the  slate  and  cannel  coal 
banner  stones  which  have  been  found  in  the  Ohio  Valley. 

In  the  collection  of  Mr.  Henry  P.  Hamilton  of  Two  Rivers, 
Wisconsin,  are  two  copper  banner  stones.  Both  of  these 
are  of  the  "butterfly"  type,  the  wings  having  straight  edges, 
whereas  the  Ringeisen  specimen  has  crescent  shaped  wings 
or  blades.    They  are  also  of  smaller  size. 


THE  KOSHKONONG  PILGRIMAGE 

On  Sunday,  October  15,  one  of  the  most  interesting  out- 
door gatherings  ever  held  on  the  shores  of  historic  Lake 
Koshkonong  was  held  on  the  extensive  Carcajou  farm  of  the 
well  known  Wisconsin  naturalist  and  archeologist,  Mr. 
Halvor  L.  Skavlem,  near  Sumner,  on  its  western  shore.  To 
attend  this  meeting  over  three  hundred  automobilists  and 
others  made  pilgrimages  to  the  lake  from  Janesville,  Beloit, 
Milton,  Edgerton,  Stoughton,  Cambridge,  McFarland,  Ft. 
Atkinson,  Lake  Mills,  Madison,  and  other  nearby  and  distant 
towns  and  villages.  But  for  the  unfavorable  weather  which 
prevailed  in  many  parts  of  both  Jefferson  and  Dane  counties 
during  a  portion  of  the  morning  it  is  estimated  that  one 
thousand  or  more  persons  would  have  been  in  attendance. 
As  it  was,  a  procession  of  some  twenty-five  automobile 
loads  of  people  which  was  to  have  come  to  the  meeting  from 
Madison  alone  was  cut  down  by  the  early  rain  to  only  six 
cars  filled  largely  with  members  of  the  Wisconsin  Archae- 
ological and  State  Historical  Societies.  Much  to  the  de- 
light and  surprise  of  these  motorists  from  a  distance  the 
roads,  despite  the  rain,  were  found  to  be  in  an  excellent 
condition  and  the  overland  journey  over  country  highways, 
red  and  yellow  with  the  color  of  the  autumn  foliage,  was 
greatly  enjoyed  by  all. 

The  particular  occasion  for  the  Koshkonong  pilgrimage 
was  the  unveiling  of  an  imposing  boulder  marker  to  the 
memory  of  the  redoubtable  Wisconsin  Winnebago  Indian 
Chief,  White  Crow,  an  early  "faithful  friend"  of  the  white 
settler,  the  site  of  whose  populous  village  of  about  1200 
Indians  in  1832  occupied  about  a  mile  of  the  attractive 
Carcajou  shore  line.    His  was  one  of  a  considerable  number 
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of  similar  aboriginal  encampments  which,  in  the  dim  and 
distant  past,  or  in  the  early. days  of  the  settlement  of  Wis- 
consin territory,  have  been  situated  for  longer  or  shorter 
periods  of  time  and  struggled  through  a  hard  existence  on 
nearly  every  prominent  point  on  Koshkonong's  hospitable 
shores. 

Mr.  Halvor  L.  Skavlem,  who  was  chiefly  responsible  for 
the  Koshkonong  gathering  and  on  whose  extensive  lakeland 
farm  it  took  place,  well  and  widely  known  throughout 
Southern  Wisconsin  as  an  archaeologist,  historian,  and  natur- 
alist, is  a  man  of  imposing  presence  and  address.  "The 
sage  of  Koshkonong"  as  some  of  his  numerous  friends  refer 
to  him,  is  of  Norse  parentage,  a  product  of  the  early  Nor- 
wegian settlement  of  Rock  Prairie,  in  Rock  County.  Six 
feet  or  more  in  height  in  his  stocking  feet,  with  gray  hair,  a 
full  beard,  and  kindly  blue  eyes,  he  is  a  typical  reproduc- 
tion in  stature  and  character,  of  his  viking  ancestors.  His 
broad  knowledge  of  the  sciences  he  owes  to  his  own  industry 
and  to  the  inspiration  which  he  received  in  his  boyhood  in 
his  association  with  such  pioneer  scientific  investigators  as 
Thure  Kumlien,  the  early  noted  Swedish  naturalist  of  Lake 
Koshkonong,  Dr.  Increase  A.  Lapham,  Dr.  Philo  R:  Hoy, 
and  others. 

For  many  years  an  authority  on  the  geology,  botany, 
ornithology,  and  archaeology  of  this  part  of  Southern  Wis- 
consin, he  has  been  the  means  of  encouraging  many  others 
and  particularly  young  men  desiring  to  tread  these  paths 
of  knowledge.  On  these  subjects  he  has  published  a  large 
number  of  articles  and  papers.  In  recent  years  he  has 
likewise  become,  through  his  personal  knowledge  and  re- 
searches, a  historian,  especially  of  the  early  Rock  Prairie 
and  Koshkonong  Norwegian  settlements.  His  recent  gene- 
ology  of  the  Skavlem  family  in  America  is  rich  in  the  pioneer 
and  recent  history  of  his  race. 

Mr.  Skavlem  is  perhaps  the  oldest  living  member  of  the 
Wisconsin  Academy  of  Arts,  Sciences  and  Letters,  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Wisconsin  Archaeological  Society,  and 
a  member,  for  years,  of  the  Wisconsin  Natural  History 
Society  and  the  State  Historical  Society. 

In  recognition  of  his  broad  historical  knowledge  and  valu- 
able contributions  to  the  State  Historical  Museum,  he  was 
last  year  made  an  honorary  life  member  of  the  latter  organ- 
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ization,  an  honor  awarded  by  that  society  to  but  few  in- 
dividuals during  the  sixty  years  of  its  activities  in  Wisconsin. 
His  circle  of  personal  friends  is  very  wide  and  ever  increasing. 
During  his  lifetime  he  has  counted  among  these  such  men  as 
Governors  Hoard  and  Peck,  Dr.  Reuben  Gold  Thwaites, 
Hon.  Rasmus  B.  Anderson,  and  many  other  Wisconsin  men 
of  national  prominence.  Many  sections  of  the  state  have 
produced  men  who  attained  a  deserved  prominence  in  scien- 
tific fields  but  none  have  been  more  greatly  beloved  for 
their  character  than  Halvor  L.  Skavlem  of  Janesville  and 
Lake  Koshkonong. 

The  Unveiling  Ceremonies 

The  interesting  ceremonies  attending  the  unveiling  of  the 
White  Crow  Memorial  were  held  at  about  2  o'clock  on  a 
pretty  rock-faced  point  having  a  background  of  a  screen  of 
trees  and  located  within  a  short  distance  of  the  Skavlem 
and  Richardson  cottages.  On  either  side  of  the  huge 
boulder  monument,  flying  from  their  staffs,  were  a  United 
States  and  a  Wisconsin  Indian  feather  flag.  Around  this 
monument,  grouped  on  the  greensward  in  a  large  circle, 
were  the  audience.  The  brief  unveiling  address  was  de- 
livered by  Mr.  Charles  E.  Brown  of  Madison,  present  secre- 
tary of  the  Wisconsin  Archeological  Society  and  chief  of 
the  State  Historical  Museum. 

The  following  is  his  address. 

"We  are  gathered  today  at  the  cordial  invitation  of  our 
good  friend  and  fellow  worker  in  the  field  of  Wisconsin 
archaeological  history.  Mr.  Halvor  L.  Skavlem,  to  do  honor 
to  the  memory  of  a  noted  Wisconsin  Winnebago  chieftain 
of  the  Black  Hawk  War  time,  known  to  history  as  Kau- 
rav-kaw-saw-kaw,  or  the  White  Crow. 

This  boulder  monument  to  White  Crow  Mr.  Skavlem  has 
himself  provided  and  the  inscription  on  its  stone  face  he 
has  carved  with  his  own  hands.  It  is  located  on  the  site 
occupied  in  1832,  and  for  how  many  years  before  that  date 
we  do  not  know,  by  his  village. 

Mr.  Skavlem  first  became  interested  in  White  Crow  and 
the  site  of  his  village  in  1906  when,  with  Dr.  Arlow  B.  Stout, 
he  began  a  systematic  survey  and  exploration  of  the  In- 
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dian  antiquities  and  history  of  this  great  lake.  This  task 
was  completed  in  the  year  1908  and  the  results  published 
by  the  Wisconsin  Archaeological  Society. 

Messrs.  Stout  and  Skavlem  located  in  their  archaeological 
survey  of  Lake  Koshkonong  a  total  of  481  Indian  mounds. 
Of  this  number  152  were  located  on  the  east  and  324  on  the 
west  side  of  the  lake.  Of  these  309  were  conical  or  burial 
mounds  and  the  remainder,  or  172,  linear  or  embankment- 
shaped  earthworks  and  effigy  or  animal-shaped  mounds. 

Of  these  groups  of  Indian  earthworks  the  most  extensive 
are  the  Taylor  House  group  located  at  Taylor's  Point  and 
the  so-called  Koshkonong,  Xoe  Springs  and  Kumlien  groups, 
all  on  the  west  shore.  The  Altpeter  group  on  the  north 
shore  and  the  Gen.  Atkinson  group  located  near  Hoard's 
Hotel  on  the  east  shore  of  the  lake. 

Stone  age  or  recent  Indian  village  sites  are  located  in 
the  vicinity  of  nearly  every  one  of  these  mound  groups.  The 
most  important  of  these  are  those  located  at  Carcajou, 
Crabapple  Point,  Noe  Springs,  Taylor's  Point,  and  Tay-e- 
he-dah  on  the  west  shore  of  the  lake.  At  Altpeter's  on  the 
north  shore,  where  was  situated  in  1830  the  village  of  the 
Chief  White  Ox,  and  near  Hoard's  Hotel  (where  was  Man- 
Eater's  Village,  in  1831)  and  at  Bingham's  Point,  both  on 
the  eastern  shore  of  the  lake. 

Of  these  village  sites  the  most  extensive,  and  undoubtedly 
the  richest  from  an  archaeological  standpoint,  is  the  Carcajou 
or  White  Crow's,  upon  which  we  now  stand.  Its  history 
extends  back  undoubtedly  for  several  hundred  years  before 
the  appearance  of  the  first  white  settlers  in  this  region.  From 
its  surface  during  the  past  50  years  in  which  it  has  been 
under  cultivation,  thousands  of  stone,  bone,  clay,  antler, 
shell,  and  metal  implements  have  been  collected.  Since  the 
year  1906  a  systematic  collection  of  these  has  been  made 
from  the  old  wigwam  sites,  burial  places,  and  refuse  pits 
on  the  Carcajou  farm  by  Mr.  Skavlem,  assisted  by  myself. 
This  collection,  now  numbering  thousands  of  specimens,  has 
been  presented  by  him  to  the  State  Historical  Museum  at 
Madison  where  it  is  soon  to  be  installed.  It  is  unquestion- 
ably the  largest  and  most  important  collection  of  its  character 
ever  made  from  an  old  Indian  village  site  in  Wisconsin. 
From  it  a  very  complete  idea  may  be  gained  of  the  customs, 
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industries,  religion  and  commerce  of  its  inhabitants  from 
stone  age  days  to  the  time  of  the  coming  of  the  fur  traders. 

As  Mr.  Skavlem  is  to  present  to  you  in  his  talk,  which  is 
to  follow  my  own,  an  account  of  this  village  site  and  of 
White  Crow,  its  last  chief,  I  shall  not  go  further  into  this 
subject  at  the  present  time. 

The  plan  of  erecting  commemorative  monuments  to  the 
important  Indian  chiefs  of  Wisconsin  history  has  but  re- 
cently received  consideration.  Tb  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
but  three  such  monuments  have  as  yet  been  erected.  The 
first  marker  of  this  nature  was  that  erected  several  years 
ago  by  the  Sauk  County  Historical  Society  to  the  prominent 
Winnebago  war  chief,  Yellow  Thunder,  near  his  burial  place, 
not  far  from  the  city  of  Baraboo.  A  second  monument  was 
erected  by  the  Manitowoc  County  Historical  Society  to 
Chief  Mexico,  or  The  Wampum,  on  the  site  of  his  early 
village  at  Manitowoc  Rapids.  The  third  is  the  imposing 
statue  of  Chief  Oshkosh  recently  erected  in  the  Wisconsin 
city  which  bears  his  name. 

There  are  numerous  other  Wisconsin  chiefs  equally  de- 
serving of  commemorative  monuments  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  other  individuals,  societies,  and  communities  will  take 
upon  themselves  the  duty  of  marking  these. 

In  concluding  these  brief  introductory  remarks  I  wish  to 
thank  the  friends  who  at  request  have  come  from  Madison, 
Janesville,  Beloit,  Milton,  Ft.  Atkinson,  Cambridge,  Edger- 
ton,  and  more  remote  points  to  honor  this  occasion  and  our 
friend,  Mr.  Halvor  L.  Skavlem,  whose  guests  we  are  today. 
Personally  I  bring  to  him  in  the  70th  year  of  his  active  life, 
the  greeting  of  our  co-workers  of  the  Wisconsin  Archae- 
ological Society,  in  every  part  of  Wisconsin." 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  address  and  amid  the  applause 
of  the  large  audience  the  covering  of  the  tablet  was  removed 
by  two  pretty  young  women,  the  Misses  Richardson,  twin 
daughters  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richardson  of  Janesville. 

The  monument  is  a  gray  and  pink  granite  boulder  about 
seven  feet  long  and  four  feet  wide  and  bears  on  its  face  the 
chiseled  legend,  in  large  letters:  "Site  of  Kaw-ray-kaw-saw- 
kaw's  (White  Crow's)  Village,  1832." 

Mr.  Skavlem,  the  principal  speaker  on  the  program,  gave 
a  very  complete  and  interesting  history  of  the  life  of  Chief 
White  Crow,  detailing  his  services  as  a  principal  guide  to 
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Col.  Henry  Dodge,  afterwards  the  first  governor  of  Wiscon- 
sin territory,  and  his  company  of  lead-mine  rangers  during 
the  trying  period  of  the  Black  Hawk  War;  of  his  delivery 
at  the  Blue  Mounds  stockade  fort  of  the  Hall  girls,  captured 
by  the  raider  in  his  progress  through  Illinois  and  of  his  early 
visit  with  a  company  of  other  prominent  chiefs  to  New  York 
and  Washington  on  his  way  to  interview  the  President.  He 
also  quoted  the  early  descriptions  given  by  Satterlee  Clark, 
Mrs.  Kinzie,  and  Dr.  Lyman  C.  Draper  of  this  chief  and  his 
Koshkonong  village.  A  description  was  also  given  by  him 
of  White  Crow's  daughter,  known  as  "The  Washington 
Woman"  and  who  afterwards  became  the  wife  of  the  prom- 
inent Wisconsin  Winnebago  war  chief,  Yellow  Thunder. 

Professor  Rasmus  B.  Anderson,  prominent  as  a  literary 
man  and  historian,  the  next  speaker,  related  some  enjoy- 
able reminiscences  of  his  family's  experiences  with  local 
Indians  during  his  boyhood  life  in  the  early  Norwegian 
settlement  known  as  Koshkonong. 

Mr.  Frank  B.  Fargo  of  Lake  Mills  spoke  of  the  great 
proficiency  acquired  by  his  friend,  Mr.  H.  L.  Skavlem,  as  a 
maker  of  Indian  stone  implements.  This  he  had  accomplished 
with  the  aid  of  rude  implements  of  the  red  man  and  with  a 
view  to  demonstrating  the  time  and  processes  required  in 
their  manufacture.  His  valuable  contributions  to  the  pub- 
lic knowledge  of  Lake  Koshkonong  antiquities  would  be  ap- 
preciated by  coming  generations  of  Wisconsin  people. 

Mr.  Lee  R.  Whitney  of  Milwaukee,  one  of  its  officers, 
bore  to  Mr.  Skavlem  and  his  audience  the  greetings  of  the 
members  of  the  Wisconsin  Archaeological  Society.  He  re- 
lated some  interesting  incidents  of  the  able  assistance  given 
by  him  during  recent  archaeological  field  work  in  the  Green 
Lake  region. 

Reception 

After  these  exercises  an  informal  reception  was  held  on  the 
porch  and  lawn  of  the  Skavlem  cottage  in  which  all  of  the 
visitors  participated.  Here,  on  several  tables,  were  displayed 
a  large  collection  of  the  representative  stone  and  metal 
artefacts  collected  by  Mr.  Skavlem  from  the  site  of  WThite 
Crow's    village    and    another    collection    illustrating    Mr. 
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Skavlem's  prowess  as  a  maker  of  Indian  arrowpoints  and 
stone  axes. 

The  neighboring  old  stone  club  house  of  the  famous 
Carcajou  Shooting  Club,  an  organization  dating  back  to  the 
old  "canvas  back"  days,  was  also  thrown  open  to  visitors, 
many  of  whom  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  visiting 
its  sacred  interiors.  Within  its  walls  it  is  said  former  Gov- 
ernor George  W.  Peck  told  many  of  his  choicest  stories. 

Among  the  numerous  persons  in  attendance  at  the  Carca- 
jou unveiling  were:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  B.  Owen  and  family, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Oppel  and  family,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gil- 
bert Smith,  Mr.  C.  E.  Brown,  Mr.  T.  T.  Brown,  Mr.  Charles 
N.  Brown,  Prof.  R.  B.  Anderson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  P. 
Morgan,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Pearson,  Jr.,  all  of  Madison, 
Mr.  Robert  Brown  of  Rockdale,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Amundson 
of  Cambridge,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  B.  Fargo  and  Mrs.  C.  D. 
Cheney  of  Lake  Mills,  Mr.  L.  R.  Whitney  of  Milwaukee, 
Mr.  W.  Atwood  of  Milton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vietch  and 
daughter,  Mrs.  Olson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  L.  Hoard,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Soli,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Jensen  of  Ft.  Atkinson, 
R.  L.  Heald  of  Stoughton,  Mr.  Edward  Skavlem  of  Edgerton, 
and  Mr.  Louis  Skavlem  of  Janesville. 

Charles  E.  Brown. 
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ARCHEOLOGICAL  NOTES 

Through  the  interest  and  activity  of  Mr.  Arthur  H.  Parker  and  others 
there  has  just  been  organized  the  New  York  State  Archaeological  Associa- 
tion, with  headquarters  at  the  State  Museum,  at  Albany.  It  is  under- 
stood to  be  one  of  the  plans  of  this  new  organization  to  organize  chapters 
throughout  the  state.  Among  the  first  of  these  to  organize  is  Lewis  H. 
Morgan  Chapter,  of  Rochester,  New  York,  named  in  honor  of  the  noted 
American  scientist,  whose  home  was  in  that  city.  The  president  of  this 
chapter  is  Mr.  Alvin  H.  Dewey,  its  vice-president,  Mr.  John  G.  0.  D'Olier; 
its  treasurer,  Mr.  Edward  D.  Putnam  and  its  secretary,  Mr.  E.  Gordon 
Lee.  Of  these  gentlemen  Mr.  Dewey  is  well  known  to  us,  having  been 
for  some  years  a  member  of  the  Wisconsin  Archeological  Society.  The 
chapter  has  already  thirty  or  more  members.  According  to  its  constitu- 
tion "The  object  of  this  Chapter  shall  be  to  promote  historical  study  and 
intelligent  research  covering  the  artifacts,  rites,  customs,  beliefs  and  other 
phases  of  the  life  of  the  aboriginal  occupants  of  New  York  State  up  to 
and  including  contact  with  the  whites.  To  preserve  the  mounds,  ruins 
and  other  evidences  of  these  people  and  to  cooperate  with  the  State  Asso- 
ciation in  effecting  a  wider  knowledge  of  New  York  State  archeology  and 
help  secure  legislation  for  needed  ends." 

Both  the  new  Association  and  its  chapter  are  welcomed  by  the  Wiscon- 
sin Archeological  Society. 

A  recent  visitor  at  Madison  was  Dr.  Mitchell  Carroll  of  Washington, 
D.  C,  the  general  secretary  of  the  Archaeological  Institute  of  America. 
At  this  time  the  holding  of  a  national  meeting  of  American  archaeological 
societies  was  discussed  with  him  by  Secretary  Brown.  There  are  now 
archaeological  societies  in  a  number  of  states  and  a  national  meeting  to 
which  all  could  send  representatives  would  undoubtedly  do  much  for  the 
cause  of  American  archaeology. 

It  is  possible  that  in  the  near  future  an  Illinois  state  archaeological 
society  may  be  organized.  Mr.  J.  M.  Pyott,  Mr.  W.  R.  Folsom  and  other 
Chicago  members  of  the  Wisconsin  Archeological  Society  are  among  those 
likely  to  be  interested  in  this  movement. 

Mr.  W.  H.  C.  Elwell  of  McGregor  has  presented  to  the  Society  a  set  of 
blue-prints  of  the  three  extensive  groups  of  Indian  earthworks  included 
within  the  limits  of  the  proposed  Mississippi  River  National  Park  on  the 
Iowa  shore.  These  fine  groups  include  effigy,  linear  and  numerous  burial 
mounds. 

In  mentioning  the  Milwaukee  collections  in  the  recently  issued  "Archae- 
ological History  of  Milwaukee  County"  its  author  failed  to  mention  those 
of  the  Messrs.  Paul  Joers  and  D.  L.  Obermaier,  members  of  the  Society. 
Mr.  Obermaier's  collection  contains  a  considerable  number  of  native 
copper  and  flint  and  Mr.  Joer's  collection  of  flint  and  other  implements. 
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Newly  elected  members  of  the  Society  are  Rev.  F.  S.  Dayton,  New 
London;  Dr.  H.  L.  Tilsner  and  Mr.  John  B.  Zaun,  Milwaukee;  Mr. 
George  C.  Morris,  Madison  and  Hon.  Henry  Rollmann,  Chilton.  Addi- 
tional members  are  desired  in  every  part  of  Wisconsin.  Present  members 
are  requested  to  aid  in  enlisting  these. 

It  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  to  the  citizens  of  Wisconsin  that 
Mount  Trempealeau,  known  to  the  French  voyageurs  as  La  Montagne 
Qui  Trempe  dans  I'Eau  [the  mountain  that  steeps  itself  in  the  water] 
has  finally  been  secured  for  the  site  of  a  State  Park.  The  success  of  the 
plan  for  the  preservation  of  this  interesting  historical  spot  has  been  at- 
tained primarily  through  the  untiring  energy  of  Dr.  Even  D.  Pierce  of 
Trempealeau,  the  cooperation  of  the  State  Historical  Society,  and  the 
generosity  of  Mr.  John  A.  Latsch,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Winona,  Minne- 
sota. The  title  to  a  tract  of  land  embracing  approximately  400  acres 
has  been  secured  by  Mr.  Latsch,  and  the  final  steps  toward  the  completion 
of  the  transfer  to  the  State  are  being  taken.  Trempealeau  Mountain  was 
the  seat  of  the  French  trading  post  established  by  Nicolas  Perrot  in  1685, 
and  in  1731,  under  Rene  Godfroy  sieur  de  Linctot,  the  French  erected  a 
fort  in  the  same  vicinity. 

Thus  the  State  comes  into  possession  of  a  park  famous  not  only  for 
its  natural  beauty  but  for  its  significance  as  a  historic  landmark. 

In  the  establishment  of  this  new  state  park  several  interesting  groups  of 
Indian  mounds  are  preserved.    Dr.  Pierce  is  a  member  of  the  Society. 


WISCONSIN  ARCHEOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
PUBLICATIONS 

As  a  result  of  fifteen  years  of  exploration  and  research  conducted 
in  Wisconsin  the  state  society  is  in  a  position  to  offer  to  students  of 
American  archeology  and  Indian  history  a  series  of  valuable  and 
well-illustrated  bulletins  on  the  following  subjects.  Because  of  the 
small  number  of  copies  printed,  the  number  of  any  issue  remaining 
on  hand  is  small  and  liable  to  be  exhausted  at  any  time. 


REPORTS  OF  REGIONAL  INVESTIGATIONS 


Racine  County 

Winnebago  County 

Fond  du  Lac  County 

Eastern  Sauk  County 

Wood  and  Portage  Counties 

Lake  Koshkonong  Region  (Rock, 
Jefferson  and  Dane  Counties) 

Turtle  Creek  Region,  Rock  Co. 

La  Courte  Oreilles  Region,  Saw- 
yer County 

Upper  Baraboo  Valley,  (Juneau 
and  Monroe  Counties) 

Washington  Island,  Door  Co. 

Lake  Mendota,  Dane  County 

Lake  Waubesa,  Dane  County 

Lake  Wingra,  Dane  County 


Pewaukee  Township,  Waukesha 
County 

Northeastern  Wisconsin  (Ocon- 
to and   Marinette  Counties) 

Northern  Wisconsin  (Marathon, 
Lincoln  and  Oneida  Counties) 

Northwestern  Wisconsin  (St. 
Croix,  Polk,  Burnett.  Douglas, 
Sawyer,  Eau  Claire,  Chippewa, 
Rusk  and  Barron  Counties) 

Western    Wisconsin     (Trempeal- 
eau,  Jackson,    Buffalo,    Pepin, 
Dunn   and   Pierce   Counties) 
Isle  Royale 
Milwaukee  County 
Manitowoc  County 
Waushara  County 


Price,  Fifty  Cents 


WISCONSIN  IMPLEMENTS  AND  ORNAMENTS 


Peace  Medals 
Silver  Trade  Crosses 
Copper  Implements 
Copper  Ornaments 
Ceremonial  Knives 
Caches  of  Stone  and  Metal  Im- 
plements 
Flint  Perforators 


Bone,  Shell,  Lead  and  Hematite 
Implements 

Marine  Shell  Implements 

Banner-stones 

Cones,  Plummets  and  Boat- 
stones 

Net- weights 

Bird-stones 


Price,   Fifty  Cents 

The  Indian  Authorship  of  Wisconsin  Antiquities 
A  Record  of  Wisconsin  Antiquities 
The  Aboriginal  Pipes  of  Wisconsin 

Price,  One  Dollar 


Orders   for    any   of   the    above   bulletins    should    be   addressed    to 
Charles  E.  Brown,  Secretary,  Madison,  Wisconsin 


